JM Eagle Continues Vital Water
Infrastructure Project in Africa
Plastic pipe from JM Eagle, the world’s largest plastic-pipe manufacturer, is on its way to several ports in the continent of Africa as part of the company’s effort to bring clean water for drinking and irrigation to impoverished areas.
Donated and delivered by JM Eagle as part of an effort with the Earth Institute, Columbia University, and Millennium
Villages, the more than 277 miles of PVC pipe will serve more than 125,000 people in seven countries in the subSaharan region.
“The drinking-water situation in Africa’s underdeveloped countries is dire,” said JM Eagle President and CEO Walter Wang. “Our goal is to reduce the rate of death and disease for the people and also help them become more
self-sufficient.”
One in five people in developing countries does not have access to safe drinking water, and 2.2 million people die
each year from water-borne illness, 90 percent of them children under 5, according to world-charity organizations.
The donation, on ships traveling to Africa now, follows a $1 million shipment between 2007 and 2008 that brought
much-needed clean water to more than 13,000 people in 63 villages in Senegal.
In parts of that country, women and children were spending their days gathering briny water for drinking and cooking and carrying it back to their villages on their heads for miles. Not only was the water causing sickness and
death, the archaic and time-consuming method of transporting it prevented the people from getting an education
or learning productive skills to support themselves.
Today, JM Eagle pipe is carrying clean water to the people and their livestock, as well as irrigating fields for crops
that the villages are selling to create their own small enterprises.
“It has been a life-changing experience for me to witness the conditions before the pipe and then watch the people in
the villages dance for joy at the site of water flowing through the tap,” said Wang. “In aiding the development of the
water infrastructure in sub-Saharan Africa we are providing a long-term, life-changing and sustainable solution.”

About JM Eagle
With 23 manufacturing plants throughout North America, JM Eagle manufactures the widest array of high-grade, highperformance polyvinyl chloride and high-density polyethylene pipe in the industry across a variety of industries and
applications including utility, solvent weld, electrical conduit, natural gas, irrigation and water/sewage. More information can be found at www.jmeagle.com.

About The Earth Institute
The Earth Institute, Columbia University, is an interdisciplinary research institute that brings together talent from
throughout the university to address complex issues facing the planet and its inhabitants, with particular focus on
sustainable development and the needs of the world’s poor. Under the direction of Professor Jeffrey Sachs, the
Earth Institute supports pioneering projects in the biological, engineering, social and health services, while actively
encouraging interdisciplinary projects, often combining natural and social sciences, in pursuit of solutions to realworld problems. More information and details can be found at www.earth.columbia.edu/.
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